Classifications for carcinogenesis of antitumoral drugs.
The aim of this review is to support the medical staff engaged in tumor therapy with the carcinogenicity, mutagenicity, developmental toxicity classification of a large number of chemiotherapic drugs by national and international Agencies; it also gives their rationale and the few cases for which the classification varies among, for example, the European Union and the United States of America. A large list of such drugs, producers, commercial names, CAS numbers and chemical names is reported. This list is subject to changes for the quick development in this field: many drugs are retired and many more are introduced in clinical practice. The list is updated to the summer 2003 and retains many drugs which have more than one use or have limited use. The protection of the medical personnel using antitumor chemiotherapics can need retrospective epidemiological investigations and obsolete drugs are of importance for some of the past exposures.